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Cultural

By LAUREN GRILLI

The Duxbury Cultural
Council, a community organi-
zation that allocates state
funds to cultural and artistic
projects in Duxbury, is cele-
brating its 25th anniversary

this summer with a series of

Asian-themed festivities.

The council is kicking off
their anniversary celebrations
with A Taste of China, a
Chinese-themed cocktail party
that will take place on June 11
~.at the Art Complex Museum.,
The event, which is also a
fundraiser, will feature tradi-
tional food, beverages, and
ethnic entertainment, includ-
ing a lion dancer.

“Duxbury has had a long
interaction with Asia,” said
council member Bill Holmes,
referring to  19th century
excursions to the Orient in
ships owned by Ezra Weston
I1, or “King Caesar”. “In addi-
tion to celebrating the anniver-
sary, this is our way of reflect-
ing on that history.”

The Duxhury  Cultral
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Council Turns 25

Members of the Duxbury Cultural Council met with organizers
to plan for their upcoming event, A Taste of China, which will
feature live entertainment and traditional food and drink. (L-r):
Mary Beth MacQuarrie, Janet Ritch, Allison Cowen, Lynn
Smith, Becky Chin, Bill Holmes, Laura Doherty, Alice Vautrain.

teacher at

the minimum to give out, is
$2,000.”

“Duxbury is a town that is
well-off economically, so nat-
urally we receive less money
than other towns do,” said
Lynn Smith, president of the
council in Duxbury.
Previously, the council had
received as much as $7,000
from the state annually.

During the state’s fiscal cri-
sis of 2002, revennece dinnoed

second grade
Chandler School, after return-
ing from a trip to Japan as a
Fulbright Scholar.

“One of the requirements
of the grant was to bring
something back to the school,”
said Smith. “She created a
program for the second grade
where they learn about
Japanese culture by doing cal-
ligraphy, making teacups,
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"~ Council is a division of the

Massachusetts Cultural
Council, which gets its fund-
ing directly from the state leg-
_islature. Museums, perform-
ance groups, individual artists
and’ performers apply yearly
for grants from the council.
. After reviewing the candi-
dates; the council appropriates
* the funds ? deservmg appli-

“In the past ‘we have sup-
poned seniors, kids, individu-
. als,  groups, .
shows, -said Janet Ritch,: a
fourth grade teacher and mem-
ber of.-the - cultural council.

“We've supported events at’
the-senior center, the new per- -

_forrmng arts center, and other

creative arts performances,as " - i

well ‘as.[past events llke] ‘the

- ’;Kaleldoscope Fair” ™
Every “town- N

, Massachusetts has -a cultural

council;’. and-each” town"

. .receives.a different amount’ ‘of

"Massachusetts

" local cultural councll receives

s detemuned by a formula,” E

8 sald Llakos “The base level
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and artists’

dramatically, and the cultural

“council was hit severely,
faccordmg to-Liakos. In 2003,

the Massachusetts Cultural

"Council’s budget was cut by
62 percent, and as a result, the --

Duxbury Cultural - "Council
now receives $2,000 annilally

Receiving less money from
the state has forced the mem-

'making - the
more selectlve

“We do our own fundrals-
ing if we want to give out
more than $2,000. That’s why
we're doing this [Taste Of
Chma],” said Becky Chin, _
who is mvolved in. the,plan-

said Smith.- One of the parents-
was 5o impressed:with the sec- .

'_.ond ‘grade tea:ceremony :that
: - she igave the councll»money
" ‘money ‘from the state, accord- - specifically for that, _accordmg,
-ing:t0 Greg_ Liakos "of the . -to -council member" i
: Cultural
Councnl - How much eachi«the Cultural Cour)t,cxl’s pet

and lea;mng adance”
‘At the end of the program,
~the Duxbury Culwral Council

.'Pays to transport the second

grade students to the Art
Complex, where they take part
in a traditional Japanese Tea
Ceremony with Glenn Sorei

- Pereira, one.of four tea mas-
- ters at the Art Complex.

‘bers of the council "to’ give
~ larger sums of money to fewer
~individuals, .
. process
-according to Holmes.

“It shows how scholarship
and grant money create ideas
which. generate- more money,
which creates more ideas, and
so on,” said Smith.

The Taste of China cocktail

vparty is the first in a series of

Asian-themed celebrations
which the council and the Art
.Complex_museum are plan-

'mngﬂns summer. . There will
“i4". be'samples‘ofitraditional food
it ives ~and v beverages from Tsang’s
- donations” from 1nd1v1duals,

‘in

“Café,’ Mmg Dynasty, and the
. Sun Tavemn, as: well as- home-
cookedutems; ‘Entertainment -
‘includes hve,ethmc music. and
.dancers: mxcpstume Tickets
are’ $20:and.can be. purchased

" from, a~councll ‘member or at
s Westwmds Bookshop

1Y We also,want to celebrate *
Chmese culture,” said Smith.

projects, said Smith.. "It ‘was . . “That’s why we’re not rafﬂmg
created by Helen Fowler, A otf acar [to ranse money "
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